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the talent of the younger of these veterans, and
to note the place of " Festus " in the history of
letters, we may linger a moment on what re-
semblance there was between the two aged men,
so intensely opposed in their general disposition
of rnind and their walk in the world. They had
in common an exquisite personal dignity, Mr. de
Vere moving in the genial companionship of like-
mincled friends, both in Ireland and in London ;
Mr. Bailey immobile in his hermitage at Notting-
ham. They had in common the happy fate which
preserved to each in extreme old age all the
faculties of the mind, the sweetest cheerfulness,
the most ardent hopefulness, an optimism that
nothing could assail and that disease itself avoided.
Each, above all, to a very remarkable degree, pre-
served to the last his religious devotion to that art
to which his life had been dedicated ; each to the
very end was full of a passionate love of verse.
Song-intoxicated men they were, both of them;
preserving their delight in poetry far beyond the
common limits of an exhilaration in any mental
matter.

When this has been said, it is the difference far
more than the resemblance between them which
must strike the memory. Of the imaginative op-
position which the author of " Festus" offered
to the entire school of which Mr. de Vere was
a secondary ornament more will be said later.
But the physical opposition was immense between
the slightness of figure and flexible elegance of the